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PIA Announces 2010 Interior Plantscape Hall of Fame Inductees

Ukiah, CA. – The Plantscape Industry Alliance (PIA) proudly announces the 2010 inductees into the Interior Plantscape Hall of Fame.  The Interior Plantscape Hall of Fame is dedicated to those individuals who have given unselfishly of their time, effort, and talents in the development of the interiorscape industry.  
The 2010 Interior Plantscape Hall of Fame Plantscaping Professional inductee is Dick Ott.   Dick Ott is an individual who has been consistently and intensively involved in the interiorscape industry on many levels. He has been an expert interiorscaper, educator, industry advocate, and business leader for over 36 years. He has made major contributions to the industry while holding top positions in trade associations including; Chairmanship of the Associated Landscape Contractors of America (ALCA) Interior Landscape Committee, ALCA Trailblazers, ALCA Board of Directors, Certification Board of Governors, ALCA Educational Foundation founding ambassador, President of ALCA Educational Foundation, and Chair and founder of the Interior Industry Growth Initiative. Dick’s vision and tireless efforts to promote the positive benefits of plants in the interior were instrumental in the creation of what has become Green Plants for Green Buildings. Dick’s interiorscape experience is extensive. He started and ran his own company, Botany Center, in Knoxville, Tennessee, for 17 years; he acted as Vice President of Training and National Operations for Orkin Plantscaping; Director of Operations and Training for TruGreen Interior Plantcare; National Training Director for Rentokil-Initial, founder and Director of Symbiot Interiorscape Network; and founder and Director of the National Interiorscape Network. He has won numerous ALCA Grand, Merit, and Distinction Awards. Ott has been a horticulture teacher at the University of Tennessee, teaching interiorscaping for 10 years. He authored over 50 published articles on interior landscaping for various trade magazines, has written numerous training manuals, and acted as editor of the ALCA Guide to Interior Landscape Specifications. Ott has contributed to the industry as a speaker at ALCA conferences, at the Ohio State Florist Short Courses, and at the Tropical Plant Industry Exhibition to name a few. Dick has given his time, expertise and energy to the industry which he clearly has helped to grow. He is devoted to developing successful business models and to forging a pathway for interiorscape industry success. 
The 2010 Interior Plantscape Hall of Fame Allied Trade Professional inductee is Dr. Bill Wolverton. Scientific spokesperson, researcher, and bioengineer Dr. Bill Wolverton will be honored as the 2010 Allied Trade Professional. Dr. Wolverton is an individual who has contributed mightily to the interior plantscape industry though his pioneering research on the ability of indoor plants to remove volatile organic compounds from indoor air. Dr. Wolverton is primarily known in the interiorscape industry as the director of a two-year jointly funded NASA/ALCA research program testing the abilities of 12 common interior plants to remove volatile organic compounds (VOC) from sealed chambers. In 1989 the successful research program culminated in Washington DC with a ‘Plants for Clean Air Day’ on Capitol Hill and a press conference to release these findings at the National Press Club. This led to the formation of the Plants for Clean Air Council (PCAC). Dr. Wolverton has been an active scientific spokesperson and plant advocate delivering his message on major media outlets such as the NBC Today Show, CNN Headline News, CNN Network Earth, National Geographic Explorer, CBS Early Show, BBC radio, NPR Living Earth, and PBS New Garden to name a few. In 1991 Wolverton testified before the US House of Representatives; Subcommittee on Agricultural Development, Food and Drug Administration and Related Service; and before the US Senate; Committee on Environment and Public Works; Subcommittee on Toxic Substances, Environmental Oversight , Research and Development about the benefits of plants on indoor air. He has also been a speaker at numerous international conferences including acting as keynote at Aaslmeer Flowertrade Exhibition in 1989 and representing PCAC at the International Facility Management Assoc. (IFMA) Conferences in 1991 and 1993.  He is the author of numerous papers, publications, and books including Growing Clean Water – Nature’s Solution to Water Pollution (2001) and How to Grow Fresh Air (1997). His latest book is Plants: Why You Can’t Live Without Them (2010).   Dr. Wolverton’s extensive education in chemistry, microbiology, marine biology, environmental engineering, and post-doctoral work in Engineering Design Studies; his early work with the US Department of Defense and National Aeronautics and Space Administration; and his subsequent indoor plant research, combined with his evident passion for the power of plants, has made him an extremely influential and valuable spokesperson and advocate for the interior plantscape industry.
The individuals honored in 2010 will be inducted into the Interior Plantscape Hall of Fame on the evening of Thursday, Sept. 2 at the PIA Interior Plantscape Hall of Fame and Awards Banquet during CalScape Expo. CalScape Expo, the annual interior plantscape conference and tradeshow, will be held Aug. 31 – Sept. 3 at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina, San Diego, CA. CalScape Expo is a production of the Plantscape Industry Alliance, as is the Interior Plantscape Hall of Fame. Hall of Fame nominations are solicited throughout the industry.  An independent committee comprised of past Hall of Fame inductees review the nominations and select, by unanimous decision, the candidates to be inducted.  For more information about the Hall of Fame program or the induction ceremony visit www.piagrows.org or call 707/462-2276.       
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Plantscaping Professional Inductee Dick Ott, National Interiorscape Network
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Allied Trade Inductee Dr. Bill Wolverton, Wolverton Environmental Services, Inc.
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